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Weather Impacting 
Agriculture 

•  	  	  	  
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2009                                2010 

• May	  1	  2014	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2013	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2012	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2011	  

Summer Temperature 2010 

•  This	  is	  OPPOSITE	  of	  past	  3	  years	  
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October 2009  

October 2010 
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Jan-Mar risk with La Nina  

h;p://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/enso/climaterisks/	  

For Oct-Dec 
2010  

http://www.longpaddock.qld.gov.au/ 
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The shift from one configuration to the 
other is often as important as the El 
Nino or La Nina itself.  It is not 
uncommon for extreme weather to 
result when strong systems shift 
positions or collide. 

E 
El Nino 
Winter       Summer 

Vs 

La Nina 
Winter       Summer     

http://www.longpaddock.qld.gov.au/seasonalclimateoutlook/rainfallprobability/index.php 
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Moving toward La Nina 

Moving toward El Nino 

July-Sep risk with La Nina 

With La Niña the risk of having an “extreme” hot year exceeds 
the risk of extreme cold. However,  the graphic is  not the most 
meaningful possible as the risk of hot and the risk of cold BOTH 
increase (i.e. the deviation about the mean widens). 



5/3/14	  

7	  

h;p://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/pna/season.JFM.nao.gif	  
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Season-average Price Cost per Bushel 

Corn Price vs Cost 

•  	  	  	  	  
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123.4 

2004 - 9 

158.8 

(+16 to 19 cents) 
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Tree Rings 
Roanoke, NC cypress tree.  
Dennis Blanton, Wm & Mary 
College, David Stahle, Univ. 
of Arkansas. 

U.S. drought 
starts here. 
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800 Year Rain (Virginia) 
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