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Dutch dairy sector in a nutshell
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Thematic
stakeholder groups

ZuivelNL partner organizations

processors dairy farmers
(NMV)

ZUIVELNL BOARD

-Export facilitation - Food Safety            
- Animal Health         - Labour
-Sustainability - NNC-IDF
-Research &  Innovation

Financing:  7 ct/100 kg of milk delivered, of which 5 ct paid by farmers and 2 ct paid by industry

ZuivelNL = DairyNL
Dutch dairy supply chain organization (2014)
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Significance of dairy in the Netherlands
• 16,500 dairy farms, 1.6 million dairy cows;
• 13.9 billion kgs of milk deliveries, processed in 53 main dairy plants
• Almost 30% of the surface dedicated to dairy production;
• 52% of the agricultural land is grassland (928,000 hectares);
• 15% share in the contribution of agro& food to the Dutch economy ;
• Export value of €7.9 billion:
• Dairy adds 7% to the national trade surplus;.

7%

Dairy
€ 8.3 billion (1.3%)

Contribution of Agro & Food to the Dutch economy (2016)

Dutch economy
€ 631 billion

Agro & Food
€ 52.0 billion (8.2%)

Other Agro &  Food
€ 43.7 billion (6.9%)

Source: Wageningen Economic Research

27% of the surface of 
the Netherlands

1.1 million hectares of 
grasland and maize

The Netherlands:
where is the milk?

NB: NL: about 16,400 square miles or 17% of the State of Michigan
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Primary sector 
2017:

• Dairy cows: 1.7 million;

• Avg. number of cows per 

farm: 95;

• 37% > 100 cows per farm 

• Avg. yield: 8,560 kgs;

• Avg. farm production: 

840,000 kg;

• ‘Average farm’

• 44 ha grass

• 6 ha maize

• 2 cow/ha

• 17,000 kg milk/ha

Milk yield (kg)Dairy cows (x 1,000)

Milk yield per cow

Dairy cows

Dairy cattle and yield in the Netherlands

Milk processing

Utilization of milk
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Trade: strong export focus

NB: Neighbours are key:
Germany alone covers about 25% of Dutch export value, Belgium 17%

Outlet distribution of Dutch produce:  35% domestic / 45% EU / 20% ROW

 

Thank you
for your attention

jansen@zuivelnl.org


